
“Fun, Food & Friends”  
 

Sunday, March 24th  3:00 p.m. 
Tour McNeill Stone Mansion B&B 
1282 C Avenue East, Oskaloosa 
 
Our Fun, Food and Friends weekend will start at 
the McNeill Stone Mansion B&B in Oskaloosa.  We 
will begin with a tour of the mansion and enjoy 
some refreshments at 3:00 p.m.   
 

 

Scavenger Hunt 
From there, you will start your "Photo Scavenger Hunt" stopping at different points of interest between 
Oskaloosa and Pella, Iowa.   
 
NOTE:  You should be back in Pella by 4:30 p.m. so you can check into your lodging before meeting for 
dinner.   

 

George’s Pizza & Steak House 

5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
626 Franklin Street, Pella 
Dinner at George’s will be in a private dining 
area upstairs for a fun time of fellowship with 
friends where everyone will place their order 
from the menu.   
 
 

Lodging Options 
Be sure to mention you are with the Iowa Bed and Breakfast Guild to get the discounts listed below. 

 

Royal Amsterdam Hotel 
705 E 1st St - (1/2 block from Pella Opera House) 

641-620-8400 
Room with 2 queen beds $149 

 

Country Inn and Suites  
Exit #42 off Hwy 163, 315 Roosevelt Rd  

(next to Dairy Queen)  
641-620-1111 Room $93 

 
 

Parking:  Parking on Franklin Street is limited to three (3) hours.  NOTE:  All day parking is available half 

a block north of the Pella Opera House. 

  

 

 

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/neal_smith/


Monday, March 25th   7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Pella Opera House  611 Franklin, Pella IA 

 
Our conference on Monday will be held at the historic Pella Opera House.  
We will have the opportunity to tour the 3 story building during our 
morning schedule.  Executive Director, Cyndi Atkins will provide the tour.   

The Pella Opera House, on its original location at 611 Franklin St. has gone 
through a series of changes to its facade while the interior was in need of 
major repair. In a kind of reverse Cinderella story, the Opera House with 
the help of many Pella citizens once again resembles the grand building it 
was when it first opened in 1900. 

To read more about the Pella Opera House   

CLICK HERE 

 

IBBG Spring Conference Speakers – Monday, March 25, 2019 
 
 

  
Virginia Walker and her husband Gary are co-owners of the McNeill Stone Mansion 
B&B in Oskaloosa.  They purchased their castle in 1998 and opened as a B&B in 
2003.  Virginia and Gary joined IBBG in August of 2004.  They have served on the 
IBBG Committee for several years.  The Walkers were nominated by their peers for 
Innkeepers of the Year and received the award in 2012.  
 

 Jerry Roorda Butcher with Passion at In't Veld Meat Market - This is a full-service meat 
market located on the east side of the square in downtown Pella. They have the 
distinction of being the only meat market to make every ring of their famous bologna on 
site. Every step from the grinding and mixing to the curing and packaging is completed 
in our local facility. In’t Veld’s is also well known for homemade beef jerky, summer 
sausage, dried beef and bratwurst. The meat counter offers a full selection of beef, pork 
and poultry, as well as a variety of specialty cheeses and homemade dips. Our tradition 
combines the perfect mixture between simplicity and respect.  Jerry will share some 
their history and samples. 

  
Chris Snider has spent his career pushing for innovative and creative ways to tell 
and present stories. He’s currently an associate professor in the School of Journalism 
and Mass Communication at Drake University in Des Moines. Chris has a degree in 
journalism from the University of Iowa and an MBA from Drake University. 
 
 

 

 Amanda Weber, Digital Training Manager, has been with AMP since June 2009, 
piloted our partnership with Google in the spring of 2015, and has been named 
Digital Rep of the Year 2 consecutive years out of 12 states, University of Iowa 
Alumnae, wife and mother of two.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pellaoperahouse.org/about-us/history/


 Brenda Luhtala, Google Street View Director, has been with AMP since March 2002, 
became the first person at AMP to be Google Certified in the GSV trusted program 
with Google in January 2015, and subsequently continued certifying in multiple 
Google products – Google Photographer, Google Verifier, partner in Get Your 
Business Online (GYBO). 
 

  
Jessica O’Riley has been with the Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) 
since 2007. In her capacity as Communications Manager for the Iowa Tourism Office, 
she works with travel writers and reporters on Iowa-related stories by pitching 
ideas, fact checking and providing photos and serves as the Office’s spokesperson. 
She also coordinates the annual Iowa Travel Guide, provides media relations for the 
Enhance Iowa program and currently manages the Tourism Office’s Co-operative 
Advertising program. An Iowa State University graduate, Jessica spent nine years in 
the Iowa State Fair’s Marketing Department before joining IEDA. 
 

  
David Stuart and his wife Michelle have operated The Richards House B&B in 
Dubuque Iowa for 30 Years.  Dave retired from the US Navy after 29 years on active 
duty.  He is an electronics engineer with a background in computer and software 
engineering.  In addition to operating the B&B, Dave is a consulting engineer, 
typically to electric generation utilities and frequently serves as an expert witness. 
 

 
  

Doris Montag is a freelance curator who unlocks the stories within ordinary objects.  
She exhibits historic collections at public libraries and small museums, and provides 
“pop-up” displays along with her live presentations of collection histories.  Her style 
is reminiscent of Will Rogers with chatty dialogue and comedic interjections.  While 
always developing new topics, she has over 12 traveling exhibits that are “on tour” 
across Iowa. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suzette Striegel has been the Horticulturist at Mahaska County Extension since July 
of 2002.  As an Iowa State University Agriculture Education graduate (1988); gardens 
were always part of her childhood summers and her own (now grown) children’s.  
Her family enjoys the taste of fresh from the garden vegetables as well as growing 
flowers which aren’t high maintenance.  In addition to answering client inquires and 
providing horticulture programming, she coordinates the Mahaska County Master 
Gardener training and activities.  
 

Silent Auction Fund Raiser & BINGO! 
Please donate items for the Silent Auction and bingo.  What do you have stored away in your closets?  Do 
you have a picture you use to have displayed that no longer goes with your current décor?  How about a 
tea pot or serving dishes?  You may have just what someone else would love to have.  Designated tables 
will be available for silent auction items.  Bid sheets will be placed with each item where you can enter 
your bids throughout the day. 
  

 

 

 

 

 



2019 IBBG Spring Conference Schedule 
Pella Opera House ~ Monday, March 25, 2019 

 

Breakfast and lunch will be catered by Country Catering located in 
Pella.  The breakfast will include a « make your own egg burrito,» 
yogurt, fruit and pastries.  The lunch will be a fabulous buffet. 

 
Coffee provided by Iris Coffee Company 

 

“Fun Food & Friends” 
 

7:30 a.m. Registration/Breakfast – Exhibits Open 

Greeter:  Our Iowa Magazine Rick Jost (breakfast sponsor) 

8:00 a.m. Welcome, Introductions – Judy Mills, Cupola Inn and IBBG Chair 

IBBG Organization & Legislative Update 

8:15 a.m. Vendor Introductions  

  8:30 a.m. Pella Opera House Tour 

8:50 a.m. Sharing Tips/Tricks/News -  Virginia Walker, McNeill Stone Mansion  

9:15 a.m. AM Break, Visit Vendors & BINGO 

9:30 a.m. In’t Veld Meats History – Jerry Roorda, Owner  

10:00 a.m. Marketing to Millennials and Gen Z on Social Media – Chris Snider  

10:30 a.m. Google Street View:  Trusted and Online Presence with Reputation 

Management – Amanda Weber and Brenda Luhtala 

11:00 a.m. Break, Visit Vendors & BINGO 

11:30 a.m. Lunch with Jessica O’Riley, Iowa Tourism Office   

12:15 p.m. Surviving (and thriving) in the World of Airbnb, OTA’s and GDS – 

David Stuart, Richards House B&B in Dubuque 

1:00 p.m. What is It? – Doris Montag, Freelance Curator 

2:00 p.m. Popcorn break and Last chance to visit the vendors and bid on Silent 

Auction items & BINGO 

2:15 p.m. Making your Property Welcoming for Birds, Butterflies and Guests – 

Suzette Striegel, Mahaska County Horticulturist  

3:00 p.m. Closing Remarks – Judy Mills, Cupola Inn, IBBG Chair 

Silent- Auction – Top Bidders Announced -Vendor Prizes to be Awarded 

Final BINGO for Grand Prize 

 

 



 

IBBG’s 2019 Spring Conference 
Sunday, March 24 & Monday, March 25, 2019 

Pella, Iowa 
 

REGISTRATION 
 

Name of B&B:_______________________________________________________  
 

Name(s) of Attendee(s): ________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address:_____________________________________________________________ 
 

City:  _______________________________  Phone #: ________________________ 
 

 

Sunday 

Evening Social at George’s  

Pizza & Steak House 

           
          Fee 

*Order from  
the menu  

Number of Attendees 

                 

 
Sunday Total 

 

Monday 
(Includes Continental Breakfast, Lunch, 
Breaks & Conference Materials) 

 

 
Per Attendee 

 
Number of Attendees 

  

 
Monday Total 

IBBG Member  
1st Attendee 

 
$70 

  
(x) 

 
$ 

 
2nd Attendee-same B&B 

  
$60 

 
(x) 

 
$ 

 
All Additional Attendees 

 
$55 

 
(x) 

 
$ 

*On Sunday everyone will order from the menu and pay on their own. 

                                                                                                  Total amount due                                                                                                                      

 
$ 

 

 
Do you need a vendor table? ___Yes/___No    (No charge to IBBG Members) 

 
 

Registrations will be accepted until Wednesday, March 20th  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Send to:  IBBG, 9001 Hickman Rd., Ste. 220, Des Moines, IA 50322 
OR Call Shellie to register by phone at 1-800-743-IOWA (4692) 

Indicate (X) payment mode:   
Check #_________ (Payable to IBBG) or AmExp ____ Discover____ M/C____ Visa ____  
Credit Card # ___________________________________ Exp. Date ________CV2 code ___________ 

Signature ________________________________________________Total Amount  $ ____________ 

 
 

 

 
 


